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Perſecution for Religion 
_- condemned &c. © * 


that light which the Lord Choiſt hath infuſed into my Soul ) how much 

excency in Religion is repugnant to the Law of Nature, and, by many cyi- 
dent and unanſwerable Texts of Scripture, ſhewed, how diſpleafing it is 

ro God, how improper to adyance the | of godlineſs, and how ex- 
tremely diſagreeable ro the ſweet Spirit, which guided our Lord Feſus in the 
opagation of his Goſpell. And after in the ſame little Treatiſe I proceed 

to prove ( by the expreſſe words of the Parliaments and Armies Declarations 
that ehe great Principle wherin we glory, and which we have fo long fought to 
\ eſtabliſh, is a 2 Goſpell-freedome, and abſolute deliverance of the Con- 

ſcience from all 2 and Oppreſſion. | 
Which diſcourſe as I compos'd.in all humbleneſs of ſpirit, and afterwards 
offered to the gracious Redeemer of our Souls, who gave me the ſtrength and 
wer to finiſh it to his Glory: Sol find not only my ſelf ( for which | hum 
bly thank the bounty of my God ) confirmed in my former judgement, but o- 
thers in ſome meaſure convinced in theirs, uf the unreaſanabſenes and finne of 
' Conſcience-Perſecution , 

Goncerning which pious and modeſt remper of mutuall forbearance, I ſhall 
only add to what | have mentioned in the former part, this plain and familiar 
Obſervation, That as the ſureſt mark of a tender conſcience in our ſelves, is u 
tender ſpirit to others, ſo truly it is the generall ſenſe of all the Godly and 
well affected in this Nation, that no quiet and peaceable Chriſtian be derived 
of the chief content and cotafare of this life yhich cer tenly is a reall and impar- 
tiall, yet unoffenſive, liberty to ſexve his God acceiding to higconſcience . 
Many Petitions I could here cite in affitmante of this Truth, from ſeverall 
Provinces of this Land; but 1 ſhall treuble the Reader only with theſe two, 
the firſt was preſented to the Parliament upon ihu fix and twentietk of March 
1649. from the County of Leiceſter, wherein, though I were none of the Sub- 
ſcribers; yer I did, both by my ſelf and friends, promote ic what J could, as 

 concciving the requeſts of it, both juſt and reaſonable; ic bore chi Tie, 
The bumble Petition of divers wellaſfefted of the Comity of Leiceſlir, in 

bebalf of themſelves and the Nation , ** 


AN. che ſcyenth Arricle or branch of the Perition was this. 7. That every 
aue may enjoy the juſt freedomes to worſhip God according: to bis. word, withour 
any Coerciue or Reſtriddrue cour{es to the comrary. NETS 
The Petition being read, the Genalemen that preſented it weft called itt, 
and Maſter Speaker, by Order of the Houſe, gave them howry thanks, Oc. 


Az Ani 


= precedenr part of this diſcourſe, I have demonſtrated ( — 


(2) 

And on the 2 of April following, a like Petition was preſcnted, entituled, 
The bumble Petition and Repreſentation of ſtuerall Churches of God in London, 
commonly, though falſly, called Anabaptifts, which was alſo graciouſly accepted 
by the Houſe, according to the Merit of ſo conſcientious a ſuit, and the juſtice 
of ſo glorious a Parliament. * TT TH | * 

At which time we happily began to ſhake off that intollerabſe burthen of 
Mgr , the Presbyterian government, which has bin ſince in a good mea- 

ure effected, rhrough the bleſſing of the Lord Chriſt, and piqus care of his 

inſtruments, the Governours of this Common-wealth. y 

In fo much as no perſons of what ſociety or perſwaſion ſoever in this 
Narion, are at preſent perſecuted for their Conſcience onely, or difference in 
ourward worſhip, but the Papiſts, whom I am therefore ( according to that 
Principle of charity which abſolutely commands my ſpirit, ).obliged to make 
the chief ſubje& of this diſcourſe. | | 25 | 

In order to which performance, I haye ( fince the writing my former ſheers ) 
often waited upon God in humility of ſpirit, and endeavored to inform my 
K1f, as much as I could of the truth, and particular manner of their ſuffer- 
ings, and to that end have ſometimes purpoſely attended at Haberdaſhers 
hall (chat Engliſh Inquiſition, as ſome terme it q to hear their Caſes pleaded. 
Bur before I proceed to any of thoſe particulars. I. muſt ( ar leaſt. in my own. 
judgement ) cleer the Papiſts of obſtinacy and non ſubmiſſion to the preſent 
government, where with they were by ſome accus d, as a ſufficient ground of all 
their pyniſhmenr ; from which imputation I ſhall. eaſily deliver them by 
tranſcribing a copy ot their Petition, which they have with much diligence and 
humble importunity; addreſſed to very many Members of Parliament; pro- 
feſſing to wait onely the happines of an opportunity to preſent it to the Houſe, 
and bring a Paper at leaſt 5 or 6 months old, and delivered to ſo many per- 
ſons, with whom I have the honour to be acquainted, it fell by chance into 
my hands, having I confeſſe of late entertained a particular delight and recre- 
ation to paſſe ſome part of my time in ſuch curiofties. - : 5 22 


4 » 


of the Common-wealth of England, 

The humble Petition of the Roman C atholikes 
Sheweth, rn EEE 0 10455 
. Hat your. Petitioners have lung waited ſome happy leiſure; when there 

. 


To the ſupreme Authority of this Nation, the Parliament 


might be a hearing allowed them of their many ſad preſſures, the weight 
. whereof bath ſunk them ſo ruinouſly low, that they are utterly diſabled 
to diſcharge their many debts, make the leaſt proviſion for their Children, 
x * or ach af themſelves, reduced to extreme p. . | 

hat even ſuch of your Petitioners, as are fequeſtred for Delinquency, have ſtill 
comforted their ſorromes with this hope, that at the laſt they ſhould Weh he few 
ceived to - mercy; ſince the - generall VOTE for — of the 17. of 
M.A R CH 1648. ſeem cleerh to imply them capable thereof, when the Rules 

conc ern ing them ſhould be agreed u fon. 10 | | 
* That 


; 3 
| That nom the wiſdame of the Parfiament appt ing i ſerf to. tftabliſh:the geo- 
ple of this Common-wealth in a quiet 1 4 . Ln; ns = 
| Su ny confidence, that they alone ſhall not be excluded: from ſo uni uerſal 
And therefore bumbly gray, that the\Lawes and prceedings concerting des 
may be taken into canjideratuon, and ſuch clomency and compaſian uſed to- 


wards them by Compoſition or otherwiſe, as in the judgement of this bong- 
rable Houſe may conſiſt with the publige peace, and your Pthtioners com- 
ortable ling in their native Country. , 

And they further humbly pray, that it would pleaſe the Parliament to vouch- 

- ſafe them the permiſſion of cleeving their Religion from whatſoever may be 
inconſiſtent with Government, which will aſuredybe dane to ſatzg- 
faction, if there may be 4 committee appointed, by this bonorable Houſe, , 
on whom they may have the privilege to attend. DO NE 


| And your Petitioners ſhall ever pray, &. 
1 to my ſenſe beares it ſelf with ſo much reſſ pect and ſubmiſlivenes. in 


che ſtyle, that it can no wayes be interpreted misbecoming the duty of 
good and peaccable ſubjects; and for the matter of the Petition, it ſeems 
to my eye ſo reaſonable, chat I cannot believe, but after a little patience, 
till other more generall affaires afford the Parliament leiſure; it will cer- 
tainly receive a ſatisfactory and releeving Anſwer ; Eſpecially ſince not 
onely ſuch Papiſts, whole moderate aye army leaves them fome hope of 
mercy, nor ſuch who for preſervation of their lives, were forced tofly into 
the late kings Garriſons, without ever _ any thing againſt the State, 
bur even the moſt innocent, who all this while have ſate ſtill under ſo ma- 
ny preſſures, and never were charged with other accuſation, than their 
Rel ion, yet all freely and humbly ſubmit in this Petition to the abſolute 
pleaſure of che Parliament for Rules of Compoſition, and this ( as to the 
ſingle Papiſt) for an offence, which in no ocher ſociety of Obriſt ians in chis 
Nation is accounted any crime at all, being meerly: rheir different jadge- 
ment in Religion; a proceeding, wherein certainly we ſhall uſe too much 
ſeverin 8 partiality, if we make it not only unpardonable, but unre- 
deemable. | : 

In the cloſe of their Petition they humbly beg the favour of an oppor- 
runity to ſatisfy che Parliament in the point of conſiſtency with: T Gow. 
vernment, which being the chief Objection that ( without paſſion cin be 
made againſt them, ſurely.we ſhould not take offence, at their moſt de . 
applications, and utmoſt endeavours, to deliver themſelves from ſo deſtru- 
Rive a charge, laid upon their Religion. | 2 r 

In order to ich performance, divers (it ſeemes)Papiſh of conſiderable qua- 
licy unanimouſly agreed upon this following Explanarion, todeclare and wie- 
nes to the world the perfect conſiſteney of their Religion, both with 'etvilk 
government, and ciyill ſociety, joyning alia in the paper,; che like ex- 
preſſions of their Belief concerning: ſome few other points, which they 

were inſormed to be . to exception, chan the reſt: 
; 3. As . 


(4). 


rhe ynder-yaluing of holy Seriprire.and orer-ralulng * of the 
— Invocation of Saints and Augells, and p of Images; and a- 
bove all, che proud opinion of : Merits: This here hey thew up as a pre- 
to a more full and perfect clearing - Faith from thoſe pre. 

and miſunderftandings, which erde men of different perſwaſi- 

Ls — eſpecially in ontroverics about matters of Religion. | 


The A pag ranges enteining certain Doctyines of the Papifts, and by them delj- 
to divert — of quaiity for their particular ſuri faction. 


E believe the boly Scr iptures to he of divine inſpiration and infalli- 
| ble Authority ; and whatſoc ver is therein contained we firmly aſſent 
1 unto, as to the word of God, the Author of all Truth. 
2 Pet. 3.16 Bar Pe the boly Scriptures there are on e things hard to be wnderifood,, which 
1 the ignorant and unſtable wreſt to their own deſtruction; ; we therefore profeſſe ( for 
the ending of contreverſies in our Religion, and fetling of peace in our Conſciences ) 
to ſubmit our private * to the Fudgement — the Church, repreſented in a 
free Generall Coancill, 


*As we bumbly believe the ſacred Myſtery of the Bleſſed Trinity, one Eternal, 

11 Aimighty, and Incomprebenſvle God, whom only, we adore and woſhip, as alaue 

1 Tim. 1. having Sovereign Dominion over all things, to whom only, we achnowledee as due 
I7. from men and Angells, all glory, ſervice, and-obedience ; abhorring from our hearts, 
as a muſt deteſtable Sacrilege, 10 sive our Cyeators honor fo any Gredturt 


whasſocuer 
And therefdre we lemply , that by the ayers we addreſſe to Its 
8 251 — 12 their affiſtance- . 


God, as we deſire the prayers of one another here upon earth, at we by 
ts from them, as originall Authors thereof, but from God the Pauntaia fa 
Gee [om _— , 07 Only Mediator — — * 

we helieve any divinity or voertue to Images, for which 
oweht te be worſbip'd, as the Gent ĩles did their Idolls, but we retain them A 
due and decent reſecſ in aur Churches, as inſtruments, which * by experi- 
enct, do of ien. aſſiſt our memories, and exeite our affettions. 


I | 3. We firmly believe, that no ferce of nature, nor dignity of our beſt works,can merit 
4 — 4% our 2 but we are Jofifled freely by erace, through the Redemption that 


ee weſbould bythe gan God perſevere wats the end in a godly 


ommandements, yet are aur eternal 
— eee e 575 7 4 


1 E — 


he 


— a the — 


by vente 
odlineſſe is profitable toall thing 2 the mit 
ti 175 and 5 that which 4 to come, And, Rom. 2.6. God . endero — 


which un. <1 oye _ | 
e — — 
1 — (ervunts ; Nor a the bounty — ac- 
per works, but high aud plentiful, even beyond 2 
; 2 aps me down, and tuning 007 nts the ſome 


n ou which funifie 
the ſune thing with us) ariſes errewardablemſ of bh nin EVER Þ beſt aftions, 
they are ours, but from the Grace and Bounty of S; axd for our — we fncere- 


ty profeſſt, when we have done all thoſe things which are commanded ws, we are Luk,17.10 
unprofitable ſeruants, having, done nothing but chat which was our duty; So . 
boaſting u wet in ouy ſelves, bit all aus glorjing i in Chriſt, 


| IV. 
we believe, ani bighly reverence: the Marall Law, be olemnly Exod. 20. 
e Mount, ſo exyrefith confirmed 4 dr 2245 rape —_ * 
— yo ph Neon: Tata ſelf ſopefett an Abriagment of our whole duty both to Eccleſ, 12 


which Morall Law we believe obliges al men to proceed with ith faithful end 85 
ſareriiꝝ in their mutual contratts mt lo anether ; and ther ery ng of yu 

is, thas we are moſt. ſ6rifily and abſolutely bound to the exact and entire 

perſor mance of uur promiſts, made to any ferſam of what Religion ſdeve? ; much more 


2 Lal. 8. 


to the Magiſpraterand Crvitl Powers, under whoſe protefiion we live, are 
2 obey, not onh fer fear, but conſtieuet ſake ; and to 

whom we will moſtfaithf! erue our promiſes obedience, not w 

Hlarndivg any di 170 ee proceedings of any FOO? P awer or 

Authority what [oc ver. 

irhereſore we utterly dewy aud renounce that falſe and erm that 

Faith is not to be kept ich Hererickes, as moſt ably imputed to bur pra- 


ices, and moſt pinued upon our Region.) 


Theſe we Seems and ſolemaly profeſſe, as in the ſight of God, the 
ſearcher of all taking the words plainly and fimply, in their 
„Auen and familiar fenſe , withour any Equiyocarion or Mentall a 
- Reſervation whacſoever. 


— FL — . — 


u 


eſe 2 concerning dare of he moſt offenſive pales 3 | 
in the Papiſts differ from us, have I confeſs given me a great and un- 
expected ſatisfaction; And though I remain in the ſame mind as to 
dhe erroniouſneſs of many of their Teners, yet I —— we ma | eafily be roo 
paſſionate in the degree of deteſting any difterent o exery 44 
— is not preſently to be cenſured, as an nf: redle ab ination; ard 
200 ſevere -; the degree of perſecuring the diſſenters from our own judge 
ments, as if they were unworthy to breath the ſame ayr with our ſelves. 
ee Proteſtants, who quieth/ enjoy a juſt and 1 — 


246) 

freedom, approach very neer to the firſt aſſertion of the Papiſts, whilſt ſome 

both writers & — efcſs ro ſubmit their private judgments un- 

PRE: to a truly free Cenerall Councill, that we might once have an 

end of all ftrife. and conreneion about matters of *Religionz others refer 
themſelves wirhout further to i Provincial Afﬀſernbly of Divines, and 
very few. but will prefer tht of the ſupreme Authority of this Nati- 
on, betore their on particuſar ſenſe, readily conforming to that Declaration 
which the Parliament ſhall hold. forth to be the true meaning of the Scripture: 
do that almoſt every one agrees in the e of an externall Aurho- 
rity to decide ſuch Controverſies, as ariſe out of the different interpretation of 
Gods word, which is the main exceprion againſt the * in that they pin 
their faith upon the Churches ſſeeve; and yield a blind - obedience (thai is 
without appealing any further) to her determination. 

And forthe ſecond branch, I am ſure many Proteſtants continue ſtill thoſe 
old cuſtomes of baring their heads when chey come into a Church, nay 
of bowing ar the name of Feſus; Practices that ly open to the greateſt part of 
thoſe objections, which our more godly and conſcientious penns make a- 
gainſt the Papiſts in the queſtion oſ Pictures; yer I hope there will never be 
the leaſt thought entertained of impoſing penalt ies upon the private and 
unſcandalous uſe of any.ſuch Ceremonies: Rather let us. apply our endea- 
vours to open their eyes with a mild and gentle hand, than beat them out 
with the club-fiſt of the Law. In dee ir ene ee — | 

But when I refleQ upon the third concluſion in the Recuſants paper, Iam 
aſton ſnt to conſider how Education with a little mixture of Pasfion or in- 
tereſt, makes every ſligh diſtemper amongſt Chriſtians (which of 'ix (ell - 
were eaſily curable.) ſo deſperate, that it often becomes irreroverable; and 
endangers both the health and life of Chriſtianity. Surely in in 
we ſtrangely miſtake onean other. I profeſs ſincerely, I ſhould be ſo far from 

ſeiling on the Eſtate of a Pap | for refuſing that part of the Oath of Abju- 
ration, wherein he is compelled ro renounce the Doctrine of Merits, chat I 
am reſolved to ſufter a thouland deaths, rather than abjure fo great and ma- 
nifcſt a Truth, according to the ſenſe verein they explain chemfocbves;' dr 
affirm ſo great and manifeſt an Errour, according to the ſenſe'wherein we 
explain our ſelves . For when we cenſure the Doctrine of Merits, we un- 
derſtand by that word, our Deſerts, as they exclude the Merits of Chrift, and 
abſtracting from the Covenam God hath been ple>ſedito make with us in 
his Son, and in that ſenſe we juſtly condemn ellopizons df Merit; even of 
the beſt works, as prefumptuous and Luciferian; But I non ſee hen the 
Papiſts a ffirm that good. workes are mexitoricus, they include both the - pro. 
miſe of God and the merits of Chriſt Jeſus, and in effect when all is — 
med up, it amounts only to this, That God hath graciouſly — — and 
will faithfully keep his word, to reward all choſe with eternall liſe that be- 
lieve in him, and obey his commandemente. In this ſenſe the Papiſts hold 

merciſullnes to be merigorigus, or avaylable to ſalvation, beeauſe the Scri 
ture ſayes, Bleſſed are the merrifull, for they ſuall ob: ain mercy Math. 5. 72 4 
this ſenſe the Papiſts hold patience in affl uon te be meritorious or avayla- 
le to ſalvat ion, becauſe the Scripture ſayes, Bieſſed are they whe are perſecured 
for Rigbitauſnes ſake, ſor theirs is the Kingdome of Heaven , Mat · J. 10. _ 
| | is 
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(7) | 

I am informed by very underſt men them j is the real 
7 ns Doctrine 9 i — mon canagy ju * t dif- 
fers nothing from ours, but onely in the unſavory and — — word 


The laſt Clauſe of che Papiſts Noat, which I have tranſeribed, is ſo full 
and ſatisfa ctory, that if they wilbe as good as their words, I ſhall neither fear | 
to have ſuch ncighbours, nor need any Magiſtrate fear to have ſuch ſubje cds. 

And to prove their truſtineſs and fidelitic, in the obſervance of their . 
oaths,I cannot imagine a more evident demonſtration, than that they make ./ | 
a conſcience of what oaths they take; he that ſweares any thing without dis- 2 
tinction, may juſtly be ſuſpected to be as falſe to men, as he is fearleſs of God, | 2 
. whereas no cleerer argument can be alleged in the behalf of any, that they | . # 
intend to keep all the oaths they take, than this, chat they will not rake all 4 
the oaths you offer; ſurely if either the Pope or their own Conſciences could 
give them this extravagant privilege, to be bound by no oath , they might 
without difficulty take any, and if they were allowed by their Religion to | 
ſcar any thing, certainly they are all worſe chan mad, if they doe not imme- 
diarly poſt away to Haberdaſbers bali, call for the oath of Abjuration, 


** 


— . | 


ſwallow it down quickly without any chewing, and fo ſave at leaſt 50000 l. a | 
year ina morning. | 5 * | 115 N — 
In the late Kings dayes, many Papiſts were ſmartly puniſht for not taking 
the oath of Alleagiance, none for not obſerving it, nay I have heard ſome 
Papiſt - delinquents argue for themſelves, chat the utter ruine, which now 
endangers their whole eſtates, pre ſolely from their performing to the 
late king that ſeryice, which he called alleagiance, and this is yet a higher 
f of their fidelity in their 2 fince they adventured with ſo much 
— to keep chat oath in » Which they refuſed with almoſt as much 
hazard to take, becauſe againſt their Conſcience in ſome circumſtance. 
And now let any one judge indifferently, whether they that firmly beleeve 
all che holy Sõcriptures of the old and new Teſtament,worſhip and adoreonly 
one God, rely upon Jeſus Chrit for cheir ſole Mediator, and profeſſe it · their 
duty to obſerve the Commandements of the Morall Law, may not reaſonably 
be tuffcred to live in their native Country with the peaceable enjoyment of 
their Conſciences in their private houſes, eſpecially thoſe who will quictly ſub- 
mit to ſuch cautions and reſtrictions, as che Commonwealth ſhallrequire for 
prevention of ſcandall, or diſturbance of the publick peace. Es 
Beſides I am perſwaded a far leſs liberty will oblige che Papiſts, than'con- 
tent any other, becauſe hitherto all liberty has bin w olly denyed to them, and 
wholly allowed to every one elſe „ ſo that they will. g dly recerve, as a METCY - | 
_and favour, what others challenge as a right, and cheir affe&ions being once | 


pur | 74 Privarc exerciſe of their 3 
tree from the frighr and ſmart of penalties, Iam confident they will neither 
be ſuch fooles, as to forteit the ir libertie, nor fo ungratfull to forget them that 

ve it; ſince out of all our Hiſtories not one example can be aſſigned, that 
1 — ever offered to move the leaſt ſedition, in a time when they enjoyed but 
halt the liber ties of free - born Engliſh men. 5 

Therefore I ſhall cloſe my thoughts upon this Paper, with a ſhorr and free 
concluſion, which 1 concerve abridges N few words the whole difficulty be- 


; twixt 


twixt ſubject and ſuperiout ; The Magiſtrate that protects any fort ct 
in his dominions; may juſtly require their ſervice, and ſately rely upon their 
obcdience, but if he perſecute them, wherher [Proteſtants or Papiſts, he will 
| ſoon find, that, as he may violently force their complyance, he can never pru- 
denitly reſt upon'theirafte&ions. . N En 
But binud bare eg lea ve to be diſpenſed with in my promiſe of ending this 
period, till I have added this obſervation, How many Modern Authors of good 
account amongſt us, have poſittvely held forth to the people ( as an unqueſti- 
-\ onable truth I that the Papiſts by their principles are net obliged to keep faith 
with Hereticks ? and I muſt acknowledge IL was once of the ſame opinion con- 
cerning them, 3 rel upon the credit of Mr. James Howell, an 
ingenious — in moſt of the Popiſn Countries, which makes me the more 
wonder, that he ſhould take ſuch an erroneous opinion upon truſt, and aſſert 
ĩt in print neer the end of his firſt part of Dodona*s Grove, where he ſayes, That 
| one of the Canons of the laft great councill ( which muſt needs be the Councill 
of Trent ) was that, Hereticis nou eſt tenenda fides,” which made mee 1 could 
not acquieſce to ſome Reeuſants verball deniall of this aſſertion; but ſ for more 
ample ſatisfaction in this ſo important a point ) I took the paines to peruſe 
ſome of their beſt writers, and found them unanimouſly agree, that faub js 
not onehy to be kept with Heretikes, but even with Turks, Jewes and Infidells , 
and that indiſ 3 neither could I find one tittle to that purpoſe in any 
Canon or Seiſion of that laſt great Councill, ( as he calls it) but to the con- 
trary 1 in _ I. 18 — fo 2 wp expreſly, — 
\ er violate the int oft ique faith, given for the ſecurity o 
all Proteftants, that ſbould v — * council, ſhould be ſubject i theſe je 
ies, quas jure diuina et humane aut conſuetudme huiuſinodi ſalvorum condu- 
m violatores incurrere poſſunt, ahſdue omni excuſatione aut quavis in hac parte 
tentradictionc. By which ee be res, that the Councill ſuppoſed; as 
à thing known and certain, that whoſoever ſhould violate his faith promiſed 
to Heretiques, was not onely puniſhable by humane Laws, bur even by the 
diyine Law it (elf.  - | 
And certainly if it had been my unhappineſſe to have done any ſort of Chri- 
ſtians ſo much wrong in publique, my conſcience { comming afterwards to be 
berrer-inform*d ) would oblige mee to a publique reparation ; for though 
wee uſe no ſuch confeſſion, as the Papiſts praiſe, yer the Law of naturall rea- 
fon binds us to as punctuall an obſervance of reſtitution, as any Papiſt what- 
ſoever, and that even to Papiſts chemſelves, when wee doe them any 
injury. 2 ä 
— a finall diſpatch of this point concerning che Papiſts indiſpenſable 
obligation of performing their pfomiſes, it was my fortune to light upon a 
book of one Paul Layman a German leſuit, and an Author of great eſteem a- 
mongſt the caſuiſts ( who, treating of diſpenſations lib. ⁊. traſt 3. cap. 12) ſets 
| down theſe very words, Dice quarts, &i Catholici cum Heveticis publisum ſed us 
meant, non poteſt per unthoritatem Pontificiam ſolvi aut relizari; If Cathaliques en 
ter into any ue conratt with Heretichs, it cannot be diſſoliꝰd or diſpenſed 
With by the Popes power. And ſome few lines after, proceeding upon the ſame 
- queſtion, he pronounces down-right, Abſolutè negari debet id 7910 remiſſionem 
frderis, ) « ſummo Pontifice fieri poſſe ; It ougbt abſolateiy to be denied, that it.is 
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| (9) | 
in the Power of the Pope to abſolve from [web contra is. And again, Fides publica 
' bereticis data violabiliter et ſine ullo — K— © 
diu ipf ſervare parati ſunt : Publique ſautb given to Heretichs onght inwuolaby 
and without. diſpenſation to be obſerved , 40 are ready to per- 
form their part. And concludes that even Feſwites, as well as other Doctors, 
hold the Popes power to be limitable, and not - ſo almighty as the World 
uſually believes concerning them. The ſame doctrine is repeated in the abridg- 
bro of Laymans book entituled Compendium Moralis Theologie Pauli Layman, 
olio 2 65. ä | a 
The Papiſts having given ſo much fatisfaction by their Petition and other 
Paper, but much more by Weir ſubmiſſion to, and peaceable demeandur in 
this Common - wealth, as it ſtands now <ſtabliſhr ; 1 muſt appeal not only to 
the Parliament, and that great Inſtrument of our freedome my Lord Generali 
ell, but to all Conſcientious men, whether theſe Papiſts may not rea- 
ſonably hope ſo much mercy, as not to bee by penalties debard the private ex- 
erciſe of their Conſciences, with their doores thur, and ſuch other cautions and 
circumſtances, as the Stare ſhalbe pleaſed to ordain for regulation of Soul-free- 
dom; fince it is evident that Chriſtian liberty may be lawfully governed, 
though it be alſo as evident that it cannot lawfully be taken away, ſo that 
every peaceable ſpirit have liberty enough, and yet the licencious Liver not 
have roo much. | 8 
Such moderate and orderly freedom might charitably be allowed to the 


quiet Papiſt from perſons that afford far more advantages to far more dan 
.gerous enemies, the Scotch of rigid kirkifts, who have ſeverall times engaged 


nne ens Hitt OR 
(as much as in them lay) to ſubvert the preſent government, yet after ſo. man 
victories obtained a them, and the reducing of the greateſt part of their 
C to the obedience of this State; The Miniſters ( as ſayes a of the 
21th of Febr. 1651, from an Officer of our Army at Edinboreugh ) are via- 
lently bent their own way, and preach dammation to all Complyers with us mn any 


— ler any indifferent perſon read the ſtrange proceedings of the Presby- 
tery of Aberdeen againſt Sir Alexander Irving, Lord of Drum, publiſhed in the 
Dinrnall, 26 Ian. 1651, he will (I am r highly applaud that inge 
nions letter from an eminent officer of our Army, — at Edinboromgb ch 
21th of the ſame moneth, and publiſhed in the nent weeks Folitic us, which 
hath ge bop Ayn 7 _ —— —— the range oo and pro- 
ceedings o rh Clergy, the inevedients of w e conftituti von. it of many more 
grains of gunpowder, than you bel find in any. Feſuites in Chritendom ; ſo that 
if rere bes look'd unto , they will ſet all on fire again... ... 
And in another letter dated 13th of April, 1652, — n Dalkeith in Scotland, 
and printed in the next weeks Dinrnail, is this excellent obſervation 3 Beheve 
it, all our other Eiemies are tame heaſts to the high, Presbyter, and et with . 
winding and turning of a religious preteuce and an arjificiall. al againſt Her 
he will like a tame ſnake ( if not warily avoided ) get mto your boſom, &. 3 
Continnally every week come ſtill freſh and loud complaints from our friends 
and Officers in Scotland of the Srubborneſs of a certain fro ward and reſty 
party in that Nation. | . 
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Yer notwithſtanding the perxinacy and malice of theſe hirtiſis, ſuch of them 
as have not appeared in actuall armes againſt us are ſo far — — 
chat many ot r places of honour and benefit under our | 
ment. And ( ſuch is the States mercy towards them) that the Commiſſioners 
for ſetling the aſtaires of Scotland by their declaration of the 21 Feb. 165 1, 
grounded upon che Declaration of the Parliament of the Commonwealth ofEng- 
land, have cxpreſt a particular regard and indulgence to the whole Nation; in 
theſe words. I hat ſuch Minifters whoſe Conſciences oblige them to wait upon God, 

in the Adminiftr ation of ſpirituall Ordinances, according to the Order of the Scotiſh 
Cburcbes, with any that voluntarily jem in the practice thereof, - Yecerve - 
Pratection and encouragement from all in authoruy, in their peaceable and unoffen 
Atve exerciſe of the ſame © as alſo others, who not being ſetifed in Conſcience to uſe 
that form, ſhall ſerve and worſhip God in other Goſpell-way, and bebave them- 
ſelves peaceably and unoffenſiyely therein. | 
Ad wee doe laitly declare, That all Merchants, tradeſmen and bandicrafts men, 
not having in lands and goods above the cleer value of 5001. ſterling, and all other 
ferſons not having in lands and goods above the cleer value del. ſterling ( not 
being Priſoners one 3 or 2 of fortune in Commiſſion ) who ſhall in purſu- 
ace of the ſaid declaration liue peaceably, and yeeld obedience to the Parliament of 
the Comman-wealth of England exerciſed in Scotland, ſhall not only be freed and 
diſcharged from all fo-ſtitures and confiſcations of their Eſtates, for any thing for- 
Werly done by them, in reference is the wars, but be received into the of yung of 
the Farliament, and enjoy ſuch liberties and immunities, as alſo ſuch leaſes and 
grants 22. — aud forfeited lands, as upon. conſileratian of their reſ pective 
ualities and deſerts | 


| thorght fit, &c. | 
, In the ſirſt branch ofthis decks cha n Ir forth 
as ( according to ought not by the I. 1 enyed to an 
— ro and i extremely reoyce in the ſpirit. of our — — 
or ſo noble and charitable a proceeding, yet I plainly ſee, that they to whom 
this favour is allowed, are both different from us in the Principles of their 
Religion, and oppoſite to us in their Nationall affection; whereas a far leſ- 
ſer mercy is denied to our own kindred and allyes, to our own Country- men, 
born to the ſame freedom with our ſelves, who have in a much leſſe meaſure 
offcnded in matters of hoſtility, nay divers of them not at all, who yet would 
be content, and thankful for a ſmall pare of chat favour which the Parlia- 
bountiĩ beſtowes u l 
ien g ben den a Er ner, .. br den 0 
int us, and perhaps wounded or ſlain our friends in open battells, 


= : Ster eſtate in Scotland 
will receive an immunity ( for 100l. $ Ling is © fear NO 3) 
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. Whercas inany of our own Country, ied, and that without ſo cha- 


| the whole Hock was bur three: 


—— 


have tw of their eſtates with rigar 
ritable 4 F:ninaion, as to free the poorer ſort, whoſe eſtates are of lefſe va- 
lue then 500l. For our mercilefle Sequeſtrators have tripartited even the day- 
Laborers goods and very houſe · holdſtuff, and taken away two Cowes, where 


Paſſages 


ed for at the full 
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Palſaves obſerved ape Caſes dep —_ 
La. e bo L. te 


- Muſt confeſſe 1 had not ſo much time to ſpare as I could have wiſh'd, yet 
1 for ſome weekes 1 attended at Haberdaſbers Hall for better ſatis faction: 
but co make a full diſcovery of all the 9 there, is beyond the 
levell of my diſcourſe; I will 72 promiſe in What I ſay, not to exceed the 


bounds of truth and modeſty. The preſent Commiſſioners, who are ſeven in 


number, for ought I could diſcern are civill perſons, and moſt of them appre- 


henſive of others ſufferings, but ſcem to ſay in many hard caſes, that either 
their Inſtructions or COmmiſſion binds them up from being able to give releef, 
or the obligation to the oath they take will not permit them. They were im- 
powered 25. Fan. 1649, and ſince that time their ſelves and their ſubcom- 
miſſionets in the ſeverall Countyes have made many new diſcoveries both of 
delinquents and Papiſts eſtates, either not before ſequeſtred, or not compound- 
hs, i but I obſerved that they who were ſcqueſtred or had 
their rents or goods unduely taken from them, in the time of the former 
Comitrecs for Sequeſtrations, how unjuſtly ſoever, could not be relceved 
N theſe Commiſſioners nor any other power but by the Parliament it 
elf. a | 
It was the Caſe of Mr. Robert Knightley a Recuſant only, a great part of 
whoſe Manſion houſe in Eſſex was puld down to repair _ 12 at abn. 
rie, for which he petitioned at Haberdaſhers Hall in Decem. 165 1, to ha ve ſatis- 
faction out of the 2 ſequeſtred parts of his own lands there. But in regard it 
appeared to be done before Ian. 1649; the preſent Commiſſioners. anſwer was, 
had no power to relee ve him. ws a 
And in all other Caſes upon Appeales, where it appeares, that rents have 
bin unduely received to the. States uſe for 7 or & yeats. Iaſt paſt. in wrong to the 
true owner of the lands; Theſe Commiſſioners in ſuch caſe make reſtitution 
onely from Ian. 1649 ; And for money, goods, or perſonall eſtate unducly 
ſeized or ſequeſtred before chat time, they make no reſtitut on at all. 

This ſeemed Trangs to nieʒfor by the ſame rule, if rhe preſent Commiſſioners 
ſhould ſequeſter half the lands and goods in England right or wrong, and 
then be diſplaced and new Commiſſioners eſtabliſpd who have no power dre 
view and conſider the acts of their predeceſſors, in time we may all came to 
be ſequeſtred, and yet be without appeals except to the Parliament, wha have 
ou! many publique obligations ro ſpend. their thoughts in particular buſi- 


neflcs. | | | - | 
On che 11th of Feb. 1651, there was heard the caſe of one. Mr. Parker, 


the Lord Morleys only ſon, about 14 years of age, he petitioned for maince- 
nance out of his fathers ſe eſtate, i was ſuſpected the 


child might encline to his fathers Religion, who is a Papiſt, it was denyed 
him, unles he might be taken from both Father and Mother, and commited to 
the government of a meer ſtranger, which was ordered accordingly, and the 
poor pittance of 1001, per an. only allowed him, out of his own and fathers | 


cſtate. 
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In Feb. 2651, Mr. Fames Hanbam of the Weſt petitions the Commiſſioners. 
at Haberdaſhers hall to this effect, That he had never acted any in 
che Parliament, yet two parts of his eſtate were ſequeſtred with ſuch rigour 
for his Recuſancy, chat he could nor poſſibly ſubſiſt with neceſſaries by the 
remaining thirds, when taxes and other charges were deducted: That he was 
| thcrefore conſtrained ta borrow gol. upon Bond, & having disburſed 15l. of cbe 
money, it ſeemes the SequeRtrators got notice that the Petitioner had ſomewhat 
n his houſe worth a new ſequeſtration or review, as they call it, thereupon 
chey ſearch his trunkes, ſind che remaining 351. pull out the guilty bag, and 
to parts of it they ſequeſter into their own pockets, to the uſe of the Common- 
. wealth, and for relect therein Mr. Hanbam appealed, but found no redreſs at 
. preſent, more than an Order for the ſub-Commiſſioners in the Country to 
examine the buſines and certify, &c. Ar the return of whoſe Certificate, 1 
leave the Petitioner to expect his doom. | f 
Onthe 31 of March 1652, the Petition of one Hamond or Ammot was 
read, to this effect, That the Petitioner never did bear Armes nor Aſſiſt the 
Enemies of the Parliament, yet his eſtate had lyen under ſequeſtration ever ſince 
the year 1645, and not 3 allowed him for his maintenance. That 
che Petitioner, being a Recuſant, did in the time of the late war continue at his 
' ; ewn houſe, as long as he could without apparent danger of his life, but con- 
fide ring how obnoxious even the moſt eable of his religion were to be 


affronted and ruined, by the dayly n received from ſome diſor- 
derly ſouldiers, and eſpecially ſeeing one of his neighbours(a Recuſant) ſlain at 


his own door, che Pet ifioner did then, and not before, fly for protection to a gar- 
riſon of the late Kings, without acting any thing in the jeaſt kind againſt the 
Parliament. And therefore humbly prayed he might have a fifth of his eſtate 
and the arrgares allowed him ro buy bread. But it not appearing to the Com- 
miſſioners that he had wife or Children, their anſwear was, they bad not power. 
to grant him any releef, e 
Nor do I belceve this mans caſe to be ſingular; For I am well ſatis fed, that . 
a great part of thoſe Papiſts, who are ſequeſtred as abſolute delinquents, weie 
never in actuall armes againſt the Parliament, but onely fled to the enemies 
Garriſons for ſhelter, yet no qualification or difference in puniſhment is hi- 
therto allowed them, which would bee ro my underſtanding very jift and 
reaſonable; Since whoeyer did obſerve the fury and rage of moſt of our common 
ſouldiers ſ at the begitting of the late troubles ) againſt many of that party, 
will eaſily conclude the Pãpiſts had reaſon to So we their own. perſonall fs. 
curity amonꝑſt then. And for inſtance, I re an officer of my acquain- 
| .tance under the Earl of Mancheſter told mer, that at their raking of Lincolx 
| fromthe Cevaleers, in the year 1644, he was an eye witneſſe of this Tragedy. 
Ibe next day after the Town was taken, ſome of our comon ſouldiers in eo 
| bloud ( meeting with Mr. Price of Waſtingley in Huntington ſhire, a Papiſt) 
asked him, Art thun Price the Papit > I amſ ſaid he) Price the Koman Catbolich, 
vhereupon one of them immediately ſhot him dead. | 
In the ſame moneth of March there happened ar this Hall a very hard caſe, 
which was of a maid ſervant ( whoſe name I doe not remember ) bur her Pe- 
tition was to this eſſect. I hat her Father and Mother both dyed; when the 
was but 16 years of age, and being very poor, they left the Petitioner only ſome 
| | | old 


1 lad 4 Bile  houſch a 9 

© es and a litle houſehold-tuff, in all not worth above 5. or . 

poundes, after whoſe death the Petit ioner, being an Orphan, berook Berſelr to 

lexvice, and having ſerved 17 \years, for. the annuall wages of 7 nobles, the 

Petitioner had by her og creaſed her ſmall patrimony to 20 pounds, 
e 


which being plac d in the hands of 4. 2, & of late diſcoveted to be the Petitio- 
ners money, and the Petitioner a Recuſant, ſhe humbly pray d that they would 


| Pleaſe to take the ſad and diſconſolate condition of a poor Orphan into their 
Charitable conſideration, whereby the extremity of the Law — be qua- 


lified to ſo mercifull a temper, that ſhe might not᷑ be utterly ruind, by lofing 


in a moment for her Conſcience, what ſhe had been fo long in gathering by 
the ſwear of her brewes. But the Commiſſioners { though perhaps other wite 
willing) concluded they had not power to give her any rel f, more than the 


bare thirds, unles ſhe would take the Oath of Abjuration, a thing as far at 


' leaſt above her underſtandiag, as it can be againſt her Conſcience. - 
If it be unreaſonable ( as many welaſfected ſeem to urge) that the Mini- 


ſters ( who doe or at leaſt ſhould perform ſome . offices for the good 


of the Soul ) ſhould ryth a tenth part of the -mans. labour: How 
much more unreaſonable is it, that a poor filly maid-ſervant ſhould thus, 


mecrly upon the account of Conſcience, be ſequeſtred of two thirds of that, 


which by many years labour, ſhe had gained and reſerved, asa ſupport a- 
| neceſſities of old age. Sap 
On the 16th of April 165 2. The Caſe of Miſtris Church of Eſſex, a Recuſant, 

was heard, whoſe Petition ſpake to this effect; That her late husband in his 


life time ſetled a leaſe of Mich-ball ¶ or ſuch like name) in Eſſex ef confider- - 


ble value upon her in lieu of joincture, for divers years yet in being, and was 
held of the late Dean and Chapter of Pauls, That Alderman Andrews or Mr. 
Nathaniel! his ſon had bought the reverſion of thoſe lands at Gurney bouſe, - 
& had ſince taken a leaſe for 7 years of the Commiſſioners for ſequeſtration in 
Eſſex of the whole preſent poſſeſſion, without the Petitioners conſent or know- 
ledge, and without any regard to her thirds ; And that the ſaid Mr. Andrewes 
having now poſſeſſion of the whole eſtate had demoliſh'd the Petitioners Man- 
fion houſe, and did refuſe to pay the Petitioner her thirds, whereby ſhe was 
driven to a neceſſity of wanting bread, being a diſtreſſed and friendleſſe wid- 
dow of alinoſt $0 years of Age, ſhe therefore 47 her thirds and the ar- 
reares, and that the Taid leaſe might be annulled, &c. 

The firſt was charĩtably but as to the Leaſe, and what her thirds - 
ſhould be, ſhe was left to the mercy of Mr. Andrews, who I fear does forget 
whar-che Father of mercyes ſayes in Jeremy 22.3. Execute judgement and rigb- 
teouſueſſe, and deliver the ſpoiled our of the bands of the oppreſſour, and doe no 
wrong, doe no violence to the ranger, and fatbevleſſe, and widdow; &e. And in 
Math.23.14. v unto you Scyibes and Phariſes, Hypocrites,” For ye devour wid 
dowes houſes, and for a pretence make lang prayer; Therefore yee ſhall recervs the 

eater dammation. | 
Thar yes” _ — did — oy ion, 3 Mr. 
Andrews ( a perſon ity } make uſe of his power againſt a poor 
widdow, and Fould be preſent, and openly avow the taking of her eſtate over 
her head; with fo little d ro the thirds, Which is allowed her by 
the Act of Parl. and fo much. to his own benefit without which, tis * 
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he would not have taken it and with which the Petitioner muſt needs ſuffer, 
From Haberdeſbcrs ball give mee leave to make a 2 Mere faldi, where 
on the 19 of May 1650 being the Lords day, Rich: and one Ledbeater, 
two Purluivants, apprehended Robert Sees a poor old decrepic man, upon 
1. ſuſpition ( and twas but a ſuſpition ) that he had been at the Spaziſh Em- 

A baſſadors at Maſs upon this bare ſurmiſe che poor man was ſearched, and 
in his pockets they found an old Prayer Book) whercupon he was carryed be- 
fore a juſtice of peace, and committed to the Gatebouſe at weitminſte, where he 
lay in the Common Goale, till che Quarter Seſſions in Ian. 1651, being full 
20 monethes, wirhout any charge or proceedings againſt him, and at chat 
Seſſions was acquitted by Proclamation, through the mercy of Fuftice Scabell, 
bur hee is ſtill deteyned Priſoner ( this being now April 165 2 ) by Mr. weeks © 
the keeper of the Priſon for the rent of his lodging, for which the ſaid keeper 
demands 14 pence a week, beſides fees, and yer ( as I am credibly intorm'd þ 
the old man lay on the boards in the Common Goal, and had no other pillow 
for his head, but a hard Ston, for which he muſt now pay more than hee is 
worth, or contiuue till he periſh in prifon, being above 86 years of age. 
And now I am at the Gatebou(e 1 ſhall give. you the ſupplement of a like 
ſad.itory, mentioned in the 21 page of the firſt-part of this Moderator, con 
cern. ng a great bellyed gentle-woman, committed to priſon on the 24 of Iune. 
1651, hex name upon enquiry I find was Delevall, an Engliſh woman, but 
her husband a Frenchman ; ſhe was committed alfo to the Gatehouſe, and 
with much importunity got leave by Petition to goe out upon bail, till ſhe 
was brought to bed, bus was an actuall Priſoner full 7 monthes of the 123 
which is preſcribed the.Statute, and the fyne of 100 markes ſtood charg d 
upon her, till the Af of lian. And all this upon a bare ſuppoſition, that 
ſhe had been at the then French Agents in Long Acre at Maſs, without ſo much 
as one witneſſe that there was any Maſſe ſaid there at all, it being the truth 
of the caſe { if I may believe their moſt ſerious Proteſtations ) that they were 
only at their other private devotions. 


But to return to Haberdaſbers hall. I perceived in my obſervations there, that 


beſides the caſes before recited, it was a familiar thing to ſee Papiſtv{ I mean 
fingle Papiſts,withour the adiunct of delinquencyJoured of the poſſeſſion of the 
Iwo {cqueſtred thirds of their eſtates, by any. ſtranger, that would offer in the 
box but 12 pence more than che owner z which hath made divers owhers ſtrain 
themſelves to give moxe rent to the State, than they could poſſibly make of 
the two parts, 1ather than bee outed ofthe poſſeſſion of their Antient patri- 
monies; And ſome of them have aſſured mee, chat it happens very often, that 
neighbours, either thorow covetouſnes or revenge ( for who can Jive {@ inno- 
cently as to procure no Enemy, at leaſt ſo bappily as to have none, ) ſet them- 
ſelves to outvy che owners, and then recompence the loſſe they have in the 
great rent they pay, by miſuſing the lands they hire in deſpite of the owner. 
Beſides many times when the proprietours have with much charge & long at- 
rendance obtained leaſes of the two parts for 7 years in che Country in pugſu- 
ance of the AR of Parliament, after improvement. bf their eſtates by 
husbandry,rhey arc again oured,and their leaſes made void at this Hall, under 
prerence of the want of ſome formality of Surweyine, poſtine, boxing or the like, 
wh.ch it ſeemes the Inftreftions from theſe r 3 to 
: | | hoſe 


03) | 

choſe below, yor eee e not unde publique, whereby the 

intoreſſed ang be al rifed how op procced regularly and — 2 

ſineſſe, that lo much concernes tbeit ſubſiſtence. 

— — FFF by Fling for 

the wo chough 3 s, 2 wy 

ſhould Ka e che Seas 3 

W to ſell or Morgage the leaſt pile of grafſe they — — 
ſaifer much prejudice, by non- paymtm of their true & pncient deb's, 

of the Papiſts are are thereby driven to ſuch entream necefiies ; chat 


en hw aue ed deit bete Thich eo ſale — wh — fow Puroha- 


fors will med therewith, unleſſe wpory cernes to the 
Beller, betauſe che Ne . Ge re —— a7 A and trow- 
ble rot their tend ance at this Hall: For in ſuch caſe, if the Pa- 
enn gz aia the favour to have his Thirds partitioned from the oiher co; yet 
20 1 heard it 6) the Stae might, when he had fold ſuch divided part, er 
rod n dit „air from bim, and al him anocher 
d ef abe Came Län, Ber bas bees 

found this Ao muα vomplaintd of among che Ptritdonertz that the Sequeſtra- 
tors —— dtrangers to whom the Two parts are often demiſed, rarely or atvor 
zny Money on airs of the two Thirds, bur take the Renis as long as 
Jer Lande will yeitd which is one on why ſuch Cuſtomers 
men men: bid the — renting theſe ce Thirds; the ewners 
#hraies eee e er Ae their Haobandeyeorhe 

— nt en 
OtheryTobſerved — — che long mn and brett 

| bao orrd mare an Howance of rheir —— 

2 _ _ accuſations that 
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(26) | 
comes to be heard in coucſe, and 'a great part of this time he muſt attend, 
2 retaine Councell ſeverall dayes before. his bubnefle will be 

ard. 

Tbeſe; complaints (for ought.Icould poſſi! be informed) — not onely 
true, but far of what this ſort of peop ts which ſo much the more 
afflicts my Soule, by bow much I conſider the ſufferers tobe Chriſtians, and 
Natives of England. 
lo omit to ſpeake of the ſub- Commiſlioucrrior Sequeſtrations 3 in the ſeverall 
S2 — — — 
informe my felfe of their ſeve e · obli 
to purſue the TInſrafions they receive from choſe — 4 this I can ſay of 
ſome of them, whom I have converſed with, that they ſeeme to. grant, chat 
Sequeſtration of Papiſis Bſtates; upon the ſole account of Religion, is not in 
their opinion warranted by Gods word, but rather the contrary 3 - And yet 
-theſe men continue their employments, which I feare will expo; Lay be 
the cenſure of worldly minded and avaritious felfe-ſeekers: And I pray 
-hat whilſt they charge others with Idolatry, they be not found guilty of it 
8 bnce aer ſayes expreſly, that 4 Couctaas men & an Lade- 

7 d 

But it being apparant that the Oab of Abjuration i is the wrack which tore 
ments lo many Conſciences, I did therefore in the former part of this Diſ- 
courſe propound ſome Quaries upon that Oatb, and ſhall now N add, 
(as pox in — 1 for this ſubject what the before. mentioned Si 

ey mm faid, in anſwer ro Maſter Jobn Rue, Moderatour of the enn 
dcen, concerning conſtraint of cor ſcience and enforcing Oathes: 
me words are theſe, I doe 4 — — which you ng 3 
Ged i bonau tu by them, yet that muſt receive ſome limitations,or elſe is would 
very ſal e, ibey muſt be taten in Iudgemem, in — — and upon _neceſsity : 
[ine Teal Cater as whether ye beve obſerucd rbeſe Conditions, Hops 
i urging fo many dreadfull Oarbes 2 ien theſe years ly-paſt, not 


emily in ibe Coutnant, 
of Engand e Cr E= 
e, as ye bad done bere: bow many have ye en} Fogg res and Execu- 
15 a —.— e of the Givi 25 2 them 
2 1 to (wear and fubſecr ef 
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- may thought : the conmery,. See The he A which. beates date, 
20. Ian. 1651. is worth eri Printed. in the Diurnel, Numb. 
118, Tpray God a 40 part of the {ame ar an may e 


N 8 enforciog.t Ouh of  Abjuration-lo ros againſt m 
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then to 280 the publick peace, and that onely 2s 
reall y appeare, and not upon any Volantary or Councerfeir fans Fon ; 
lee Nh che taking of this acy ayailes to make a man, either a better N-igh- 
bout or a better Subject hould be glad co know, whether the Parliament 
Ne Aer honelt Sig Ric pony „ Dr. Iaba Frier Led ay ver now, then 
ore they toake that G0 t Dee its: tis but 
too proba 7 — dax it not upon any Conviction o Coat cience,. 5 rafher 
* — meecely to ſave the ic Eftates 885 N 7 4 4 


tao fill up dur zu ions with ſuch bee eden : The _ingenj- 
ous A Liga Coney Poli e 0 nb. 99. — — ) hath an Ferre 
Diſcourſe upon this Subject If we 2 Ne 
God gnt Chriſt into the world, we 2 075 ar 9 the pom - 
ben 44 r < & people were 
ie within the NanrwPalecf particular Nation, ſo nom the Pale ould be re 
4 — Nations nad te the Church. Not all Nacions 9118 
whole hole 8 er. Natioaall Bodies to be formed into Churches : For C52 
or er yh tbe LN 4 body. Politicall, but Spitituall and 
hoy ws _confuſcon of perſons taken in at adventure, but an 
ty abelian, —— of ſuch as are called and Sancti ed, c. 
Dr % 1m 157 Jorced in by indy the and 2 of 7750 7 7 5 
udence, as are in by 1be power ary of Chriſts Wor 
2 ay oli nf tl, My Kingdome is not from hence; My , 
ee is not of this —— And — 1 which bath . 
—— Nations, to 4 power called Eccleſiaſtic k, in e to 
St hes SE 155 10 my Non nes for Or- 
en c cs 3 , diſcipline, preven- 
ber ” in * to th end bath reed the 
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12 dellent Pen. "Ate Pl 1 het and judi- 
dq 15 175 1 in my heating, being made aoquainced (as with 


4 (uppoſe eful' newes) that ſome eh 1 different Chriſtians, as Sir 
elle 975 ockour, delt, the 2 of . and conformed, 


F 25 8 inge! 1 | 
975 ee "Tay; they mor Lu leſſe 


"12> if 


oy 

vten they were contin £6 ee pins or 4 bite, thatthoſe who. 

will doe (according to the inward dictae uf 5 
W will much leſſe doe it wich men. 


cee —— affettion, F may dere dir the fe of Mr *. 
bo N 2 dat u in Monmouth ſheire on the 4th. of v/ * 
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5 for polo Wite; This Gent. che 15 ure 
pt ique e kn is this purpoſe; Th on ee yo Roman Endo- 


Tithe tor his continued lis on till ſome to or three 


yeares before bis 1 * when, being © oveteome 17 ant 0 neceffity of 
, prefeving his family from beggery he fotſook che Reli 55 
and went ta Chi arne Bee which, E 5 


ta upon Bim in Ree” I af | 
221. de 168 mag Aal the 


1 a condemned to 00 X 
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Certainly hy this is a ſad conſequence N refit the OT on of 
ppore Souls | rom 1 5 ac tells 72 
e car 


ic dence 
90 5 maki 5 5 l 7451 their * Alen, and tcheit boiieky 
nd credit 17 700 elſe reputatio * with thoſe, Who forte them to this chan 
For the heatt of man is ſo fr N |, that it ſeldom is dray by vſo- 
lence fromeboſe principles, which þ has] 8 been uſed uſed to 0 REM A praaiife 
but becomes flack and negligent in fold, 


bp degrees pines vey, n abel) ee of y Mb, ie 
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went preſendy on purpoſe to my 049) to put bim to the qt a 
it were a little triumphing, demanded what hee thou y pn 383 Latin 


Proverb (in which he bad formerly ſeemed to Nen £) and 
whither the Palme tree did not fomerimes break 2 twigg by layitg on {a many 
weights To which be teplyed wich a little Mdskasshe 2010 Bat ſome 

dead or Cankei- eaten Branches, as they can beare ho weight, Io they can Bear 

no fruit, even whilſt united to the Stock and mycd lefl aber their diviſion: I 


Bur ſoone recovering 'himſelfe to bis uſuall tempet, he * earneſtly 
undertooke, that as there have been at leaſt 12 r = 


fince he beging bf Pa er 
theilt Rel Bun fang Wl name a fat predter 


T 3 od 

ofquiiy; who havin tht Fc eee 2 

8 Ihen 1 urgts bim to the E his dee he ime 

ately Nelivered me a lift ot twenty Preifts, who during late revolutions: 

der been Ae draupe and quartered either for raki 

egen tlem on this fide the Seas, 4nd unh 4 

lesanck of little time for recolleQion) to furtilſt 

| names whe, bave lately declared: t yy” "ik whe - 
was de in any. name, to recompence trour, inter! 
tuo for one; unle tet ue wich I the incony of 


"The Preiſts exccred in erect places fi tue 
| the year 1641. were were theſe, 


— ere r. 


Jude 6. 
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Mr. Tobs Goodman, 3 = nt 
Mr. Henn Mynere, | . Seed ; 
Me. Peter Wilford Dyed Priſoners in che Common-Gaodle at Neu- 
Mr. Ibn Hamond. gate lince the yeare, 164%, ... 

Mr. Ceiman. 3 ne : 
Mr. Rivers, &c. 5 ag” 
Beſides divers who ate now continued in priſon. _ 


Now I hubmly thank the Lord Chiiſt,chere was only ane of theſe Prieſts, 


(29), 


0. 15, _ _ 


cer, I mentioned in the firſt part of this Diſcourſe) put ta death, ſiace this 


ion was eſtabliſhed in the preſent Government, and I with from my Sou, 


char his lite had alſo been ſpareqʒſince my obligations to this Common-wealth | 


and the preſent Goyernours thereof are ſuch, that I am bound every day to 
offer up 1 bs and prayers to the Lord, that no bleud of any peaceable 
Chriſtian be ſpilt for che onely difference of judgement in Religion ; For cer 
tainly whoſcever.ſhall practice ſuch cruelty, will be called to a-firi@ and riga - 
rous account at the judgemens of the great Dy. Cannery end te comer? 

But proceeding ro fequire of my Recuſant the performance of bis word, 
concerning the late (omverts he ſo much gloryed in, I merrily chreatned bim, 
chat if be obſerved not his promiſe, 1 ſuſpect ſome, 


% 


ſecrer evaſion in him, but cry out againſt all Papiſts as juglers and equivo-, 


carers, or elſe, I being an Herecique, no Faith was to be kept with me, and 


though the preſent matter be of a triviall Conſequence, yet we know the 
11 Fer Bl Rubes bee hig band ine, 2 211197 AT | 
He firſt ſeriouſly redeemed his 2 delivering me this followin Cara. 
logue, and then merrily anſwered my jeaſting, wich wonder at my hardineſſe, 
how I durſt ſtay in Landon, fince the laſt letters from yAmfterdem diſcoyer ſo 
dangerous a plot intended hy the œiſt: and Cevaliers againſt this Towne, 
they have theſe many Months held a ſecrerintelligence witir all the Popper 
and Mill- makers of Falland, and bired them forthwith to prepare a d 
ſuchEngins as we uſe to quench ſcare · ſires and theſe — has been | 
a long time Popithly affected and a rank Cavalier ever ſince he'wasKnighted) 
undertakes to bring up ſo privately to the very Bridge, that in one night they 
may be planted all along ——— Paul: it ſelſe, by ſquirt- 
ing all the water in the Thames upon the City. Now * Jou ask a. piſt 
wherher he know of any ſuch conſpiracy, he. wil preſeaply "cult iabout* f 
thoughts to retrive ſome mencall reſervation; and then do "ous pht deny that 
ever he heard any ſuch thing. Bur to returne from this feig ned Story of the 
Recuſant to the reall Hiſtory of his new Proſetites, amongſt whom be reckon d 
theſe following: But pretended prudentiall reaſons to excuſe hi 
of many others. — — "ow 


his 
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1. The Counteſſe of Deny. e * 
2. The Lady Kelimekin, Cee l 
3. The Lord Cortingron, FF 
beer of Divinity m hs en eh 4 
. * N $3.2 An ODE {Io F. "Hugh 


1. Thomas Vane, D 
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» 290 
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| | Tt 6219 8 
| b "gh Pantin ͤ ͤ ofthe late prebends of Pyndſor, * 


11. Doctor Coſens analy Sonne. 


| 19. Maſter Ten ple. My 


20. Maſter Oſborne, c. 


I I muſt ingenucuſſy conſeſſe, I knew not well what anſwer to make the Pa- 
piſt in this point, but ſtill to expreſſe my diſlike of ſuch perſecution even of 
any ſore of Chriſtians : And am very confident, that were they treated mace 

y and invited to come to our ſpirituall conferences, (which my Recu- 
fant told me he would not at any timerefuſe, were it onely to diſcourſe in an 
amicable Chriſtian way the points in difference berweene us) we ſhould gaine 
more of them to us, or at leaſt hinder the growth of their Religion more, 
then any tortures of body, or Sequeſtration of their Eſtates are like to 


does Y 
Nor is it reaſonable to exact of ſuch as diſſent from us any other kinde of 
preſence at our Exerciſes, then to propole their difficulties in a modeſt and 
2 way, and patiently to heare our Anſwers, without cxpeRing they 
d preſently: joine with the Congregation 3. for that were to oblige them, 
to profeſſe before they are ſatis ſied, and practice, before they know what it is 
— doe; Whereas the Scripture. commands us firſt 20 17 al things, and then 
faſt thas which i be. | | Do! 

Some, who have not onely the forme but power of Godlineſſe in this 
Nation, have of late (in order to the advancement of Chrifts Kingdome) been 
induced to move and endeavour are · admittance di the Tews amongſt us, in 
hope to be happy inſtruments in their conyerſion, which the Scripture holds 
forth in the 11. to the Rn. And why,ſhall we not alſo (upon like 

grounds of Chriſtian Charity), endeavour che cenverkon of all other people 
of differen perſwahons in point of Chriſtianity, by being merciful unto them, 
as our Heavenly Father is mercifull, Luke 6.36. | 
ut nothing ſo afflias mypiric, as ta conſider th? cruell pripes we give the 
Pratt, in reſpe& of the light hand, which the Twke himſelte. beates over his 
Chriſtians; To which purpoſe I ſhall here humbly offer an exact Paralle! of 
thePepiſis ſuffering in Eng/and,co tbe Condition of the Chriſtiens inTurky. Firſt 
clearing one eaſie objcQien,whercat ſome Godly people ſeem io (cruple; They 
2 os thiake 


| — 
e 2 er diference 
barthens 


daes epi- 
E Le wo ofthe ve 


ince ed, 1. 


is 


to refuſe i it, Ne 


N ein ga + Tis Cree of bedcinng binde to his 
Outiſtian Subj. DE —— of ecru 
or coverouſiteffe, than uſe ro one another 3 for as our Tra- 
unanimoully telare, the whole Anmacll Fine that any Qmiſtian payes 
ra Grand (Hr axon 2 {core of Religioa, mes ro no 2 
ue 4 vet — ainſt \Papiſtr; the Tant wich 
And yet what eyet we can out may Mt 
leaſt 25 much cexfoh chatge Upvin his ; Some Amceſtors of che-Chri- 
Rians bave heretofore taken up Arms, and conſpired with Forraigners _ 
n —— and yet rhe Mabranran x 
weſo inte 48ryranmic 
of fach undtlervi ſerving Pens, 
nuall rribute fort 
mend for Chriſtian'tn an carb y) 7 of a 
few 4 ſs; never give over puriifhing the Children for dhe faule ar — 
tbers. The Chriſtians under the — . — certai tere Grounſuſpigion 
of being dilackecked tv their Napiſtrate, Dork pon foraver prubtites, nd the 
Pi tnciptes of treit ＋ oo ; Cefiy ie fhr 6rd ice ng ahem; i cind 
excluding then from ficts of Truſt, and Plates: 4-5 ä — 
intereſt of Govertiment. Whereas e are ſo fat from euntentitiꝑ our ſel ves wich 
ſuch pradentiM cautfons for out feturſy; that we prected to ſeine upon the 
bet pare of r e in z ſhore kite muſt of neff ey ro ue he w 
abſolute ruine and defperagion * And is one 12 — 2 
ſuſpicion alrogerher unapplyable ro tie dee Oy —— — 
Tu A cam from n range ountry, to ry og Pete 
on in if che Grim whites the Papi 2 4 2 Nartves of: © Lea, 
With the fame ricte to the Common 8 cher bur an 
fir 1 on they onely tand peremprory in their old ' way, profelling co be 
Ages, unlatisfyed concerning me Reformation we hold fer wines 1 5 
or 


9 


613) . 
Nor doe the Tiwk infit upon chir' wegn objeRion , That Chrifliens e 


where ſiſter Tarks, and therefore no reaſon they ſhould tollerate Chriſtians 
u rating mare of woinanilh ſpight and revenge, than manly nobleneſs and 
goNatrry: How'would"chefe'u | 12 miſled ſouls cxcced us Chriſtians in 
moderation towards ſuch as are otherwiſe minded, uf they had read that 

Golden Rule of our Savieut, that we ſhould render good for cuill ? 

But the inhumane practice ot the Turt in raking away ſo many Children 
from the Chriſtian Parents is extremely cruell and deteſtable, though as 

Sir Henry Blownt (a perſon both: compleat ly learned, and perfect l vill F-ob- 

ſerves in his /oyage to tbe Levant , when that cuſtome was fir introduced, 
many politick reaſons might be alleged to — juſtiſy) ſo wicked 
and tyrannicall an inſtitution, if he could have ſo much as cxcuſcd his wic- 
ked and tyrannicall uſurpation; The Chriſtians being then very numerous, 
and by a barbarous ſiranger newly deprived of the Dominion of their Coun- 
try; All which circumſtances natural y increaſe and he ghten the ſulpition of 

an Uſurper,whoſe fight was certainly far leſs ſharp than his ſword, if he did nor 
clearly ſee, that his new conquered ſubjeRs might perhaps for a time want an 
opportunity, but neither will, reaſon, nor ſtrength to attempt, by his expul- 
fon, rhe juſt recovery of their own liberties. 1 

But ſince the affairs of Turkey are ſo eftabliſh'd, that the Mußelman hith no 
longer any jealouſy of che Chriſtians, choſe unnarurall cruclties of p undering 
the rock of his Child, are r laid aſide, and the chriſtians e mitted 
to purchaſe with a ſmall fine a diſpenſatlon, and every one now enjoys this 
comfortable liberty, as they give their Children birth, fo to guide their cdu- 
cation. 

Not one of theſe conſideratians, but argues in favour of the preſent Papiſts 
amongſt us; Nor one of theſe exceptions are they obnoxicus to, their num- 
ber being ſmall and inconſiderable, their poſture naked and diſarmed, and 
the — 4 hows ſince by other powers ſhur againſt them, to all advantages in the 
Nation: By which means they have neither ſo much diſobligation to the pre- 
ſent Government, nor any poſſibility to work the leaſt diſturbance of its 


eace. 6 | 
P And therefore, however upon the firſt Reformation it was neceſſary to take a 


ſharp and reſolute courſe for diminution of the Papiſts power, yet ſince they 
are reduced to ſo low and weak a condition, that we cannot handſcm'y even 
feign a danger from them, it is become now unneceflary,and conſequently(by our 
own maximes) unlawfull to continue the ſame — upon them: No other 
cauſe being tiuly ſufficient to juſtify our puniſhing others, but a true nece ſſi y 
of preſerving our ſelves. © 
And theſc I conceive may be the reaſons, why the Papifts have of late made 
their addreſſes to the Gentlemen, that are appointed by Parliament for tegulation 
f the Laws, building their hope upon this ground, that as -the-cauſes of ſo 
reat ſeverity againſt them are ceaſed, the ſad and ruincus effects may no 
2 be continued; And certainly they could not have choſen a more pro- 
r way to obtain relief, than the applying of themſelves to that Committees, ic 
being compounded of perſons, whole abilities bear an excellent proportion to 
the greatneſs of the work they haye undertaken, having in one halt year ſeen 
furt c e of eur mee erceſſes of its practice, than many 


7 
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ſpe face how been able to diſcover, and whoſe integrity is ſo * 
able, that in the ſhort ſpace of a few-manerhs, they have nd a perfect re 
orm, of more Errors, than He formerly have been w to ſearch in- 
to. So that as their. Charity hath already idcd a fa courle of 
mercy for the poor, their extreme induſtry ſincerity promiſes à ſpeedy 
ſettlement of an equall and impartiall courſe of juſtice for all others. To 
this Committee the Recuſancs preſented theſe rwo following Papers, the 
firſt of which began with this Title. | | 


The Honourable Committee for Regulating the Lawes, 
is moſt humbly deſired by the Catholike Recu- 
ſants to take this Schedule of the Penall Lawes 
a gainſt them, into their juſt ſerious and favou- 
rable conſideration. | 


— 2 of the Oath of Supremacy puxiſht as high Trea-- 
on. F. EL z. Is 

2 To maintain or extoll Authority in the See of Rome, the ſtcond 
time, bigb Treaſon. 5, Eliz. 1. 


3 To obtain or put in we am Bull from Rome, big Treaſon, 13 
Eliz. 2. 5 þ 


4 To pirſwade or yeconcile, or to be reconciled tothe Roman Religion, bigh Tre- 
ſon. 23. Eliz. 1 & 3. Jac, 4 

5 For Feſuit or Prieft made by authority from the Pope, to come or remain in the 
Kings Dowinions,bigh Treaſon ” 27. Eliz. 2 1 5 2 

6 So for remaining in a Seminary fix moneths aſter Proclamation, and afterward 
returning, bigh Treaſon , 27, Eliz. 2. | OT | 


1 For concealing of a Bull or other Inſtrument from Rome, er Reconcifiation of. 
ſeed, punijhi as miſpriſion of Treaſm. 13, Eliz, 2. | 

2: To maintain or conceal thoſe who perſwade or are reconciled to the Roman Religi- 
on, miſprifon of Treaſon .. 23, Eliz. 2. 12 | 


1 To receive, relfeve, or comfort Jeſuir or Prieſt, hyowing Him to be (uch a one, 
puniſht as Felony . 27, Eliz. 2. | | 
3 70 * ab jure the Realm being commanded, or to return without Licenſe, Fe - 

+ 35. Eliz. 1, 2. 
3 Togoe and ſerve a Forraigy Prince, baving net before taken the Oath of Aleei- 
A and entred bund not io be reconciled to the Raman Religion, Felony. 3. E. ang 


The all of the Oathof Suprenzacy 5s puniſh as 5 : 
. —— is oat 44 25 Goods , M 
« deprivemant of the benefit of the Law, 5. Bliz. 1. | 

2 Jo ſtt forth pee ſpiricvall in iin See of Rome, Premunire, nne: 
12 a f | 3 0 


(2159 


3 re bring e rache ay Aenne Dei, Croifes,, Pifurts, er fich e I 

. Prenmoiee: 13. Eliz. 2. wing on NR * ? fech like From 

4 To aia R r are any Bull from the See of Rome, Pre- 
3 


8 Iz, ws, „Eliz. . 

To ſend, or give retief io any continuing in cdl leges, en Seminaries beyond Seas, 

Primite. 27. Eliz. ee, 1 , | * 
6 Refuſall of the Oath of Alegeance upen the ſecond tender, Premunire. 3. Jac. 

4. & 7. Jac. 6. 


1 Fer ner diſcovering of Prieſts made beyend the Seas, impriſmment. 27. Eliz. 2 

2 pon indictment for — fancy by Proclamation, wapriſonment. 29. Eliz. 6. 

3 For refuſall to ge to Chuch or to le preſent at the reading o/ the Common-Prayer 
improiſoumest without hail. 35. Eliz. 7. & | | 

4 Thoſe that are not able, or fail to pay their forſcitures, are ro be impriſoned, until 
payment or conformity. 23. Eliz. 1. 

5 Woemen covert impriſoned for refuſall of the Oath F Alegeance, 3. Jas. 4 

6 For non-payment of tel ve- hince for every Sunday, impir ſonment. 3. Jac, 4 

7 Woman Covert cenvicted for Necuſancy impriſoned till her husband pay ten 

s 4 meneth, or a third pars of bis Zands. 7. Jac. 6. od 

$ Standing excommunicated for Reruſaney, Houſe may be broken up for bis appre- 

benſion . 7. Jac. 6. 


1 Thoſe whe ſhall ſorbeay to come to Church, by the [pace of twelve moneths, 
bound to the good behavicur, with ſurety in the Kings Bench. 23, Eliz. x 


x Every Recuſant is confined to five miles compaſs for liſe, 23, Eliz. 2. 
2 Toten miles diftance from London. 3. Jac. 5. 
3 Not to come into the bouſe, where the King or bis heir apparent is, 3. Jac. 5. 


1 For abſence from Charch-Service tutry Sunday twelve-pence forfeited, 1. Eliz. 2. 
2 And for every Holiday, twelve-pence farfeited. 3. Jac. 4. 
3 For abſence from Commen-Prayer every moneth, twenty pennds forfeited, 23. 
Eliz. IT, & 3. Jac, 4. | wg 
4 For default of payment of twenty pounds a moneth, all Goods, to parts of Land, 
and Leaſes forfeited. 29. Eliz. 6. & 3. Jac. 4. IN 
5. At the Rings election to take or refuſe twenty pounds a moneth, or to tate twa 
parts of the Recuſants Eſtate, 3. Jac. 4. CE | 
6 All copy - hold Land of Recuſants ſorfeited, 25, Eliz. 2. | ; 
7 The firfeitures of the Anceſter charged upon bis Heir being'a Reraſem. 1 Jac. 4. 
8 A conformed Recuſant far feits for not receiving the Sacrament, Frey: fs be 
Sexmice. boat, the the firit year twenty ponds, the ſicond year forty pounds, the third 
year, and every year after, fiyxt pounds, 3. Jac. 4. ' | 
9 To the Preſenter, out of the Recuſants Goods, forty ſhillings ſorftited, 1 Jac. 4 
5 For every Recuſunt ſojournor and ſervant tea pouna's for every moneth forfti- 
ted. 3. Jac. 4+ f | 
11 _ parts of Dower or Foynture of a married woman forfeited. 3. Jac, 5 
12 For coming to Court, a hundred pounds forftited, 3. Jac. 5. 3 
13 Fer net Baptiſng of Children according to the Service · bos pablikly within a 
nuneth after their birth, a bandred 1 22 
2 


” 


ed, 3. Jac. 5. 


14. For 


rr" 


e 
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14 For mevjing otherwiſe than by « Hinte, a ln pad, * farſeited. 3. Jac.s 
15. For bannt bur of the — church ad, tool. ſonſtited 3 Jac. 3. 5 
16. Fer ſending Children beyond the Seas without Licenſt, Il. ſerſtited. 1. Iaci . 
17 — 4 en not . er alowed toreach, for: 
ery manth, ten red, 23. Eliz, 1. & 29 Eliz. 6. „ 
cry manth, ten paunds. forſeited. 23. Eliz. 1 6 
keeps him. 1 Jac, 4, 272 


19 All Goods and Lands during life, for breach of confinement, forfcited. 2 3. Elz. 2 


18 And fort) ſbillings per diem forfeited by the Schos 


K. 3. Jzc. 5. 


20 Ibe like forfeiture for going, or ſending Children beyond the Seas, robe bred in 
Popery. 3, Car. 2, | 

21 For reſiding within ten miles of London, tool. forfeited. 3. Jac. 33. 

22 For practiſing any Function expreſſed inthe Statute .of 3+. Jac... 5. 4 bundred. 
pounds ſofiited, 3. Jac. 5. N ; 


1 D;/alled to reverſe indiftment , for want of Foxm or other defetF.-3. Iac. 3. 

2 Diſabled fromthe practice of ſeverall Functions whereby to gain their livines, 
viz fem practiſing Common. Law, Civill Lam, or being a Steward, Attorney, Soli- 
citur, o Offier in any court; From prattiſmg Phyſick, or being an Apothecary; and. 
fiom bearing any «ffice in Camp, Troop, 01 Band of Souldiers, ar in any Ship, Caſtle. or 
Fortreſs, &c. 3. Jac; 5. 8 | I 

3 By the wifes Recuſanc e, the husband diſabled from publicke offwe or charge in 
tie. Commoa- weali h. 3. Jac. 5. * 


4 50% mari ying otherwiſe than as the ( hurch of England alowerh, the husband diſabled' 


to be Tenant by curteſy, the wife diſabled to haue Dower, jyuctun, Free banks, or a 
part er portion of her hushands goods. 3. Jac. 5. | 

5 Diſabled to ſue of proſecute Actioas, ta preſent to a Benefice, is be Executor, Ad- 
miniſtrator, or Guardian. 3. Jac. | 


— 


Gift, Conveyance, Deſcent, or Deviſe, 1. Jac. 4. & 3. J*C. 5. 


5 2 0 
6 child en ſent beyond the Seas without Licence, are diſabled to tate benefit 52 


1 Notwithſtanding tbeſe forftitures, Reculants are left. ſubject to Eccleſafticall 


Sentences, 23. Eliz, 1. & 3. Jac. 45. 8 

BY the greateſt part of pecuniary f feilures, they are ſub ject to grei venut wvexations 
of Inſormers. The Statutes of d 
exceeding beavy , 

Beſedes all theſe Lawes, the late Ordinances of Sequeſiration upcn. refufall of the 


O#b of Abjuration, by which, two third parts of all their Eitates reall and perſa- 
nall art fon feitcad. 1 Aprill 1643. & 19 Auꝑuſt 1643. 


An Qath mage by the . — intended only for the time of gar. AnOath by ; 


which we are forced to accuſe and condemns our ſelves withoutany Legoll proceedings 
or witnes agami} us. An Oath by which we. ave puniſut, not for publiſhing any Opiri. 
on to the difturbance of others, lat only for believing; which is to accaſe and condemn 
men for the Thoughts of their Hearts. An Oatb that cont ains in it matters of bigheſt 
22 yet are young and ignorant perſons and even women, n itheut the leaſt picca- 
ding Inſtruction, equally farc d to take it, or puniſhed for refuſiug it. N 
nd in the Inflrufljens to the Stquiſtrators 22 October 1643. they arechargedto 
| tiv 


e Subſidies, canſidering their other payments, are 


* 


. 


5 _ 

ie aid ſecure the Ef ates of all ſuch perſons, wien ſpat 10 by 
72 — the rec Ordnance, as ſo leave * 
0 cita then ſe ves as Ie 4 which is puniſh 4. * 
—— before Anſwer of he | 8 "_ mY Tie: 


In company of this long Roll of penall Statutes (made in former 
times upon particular occaſions) they preſented alſo certain Ar- 
guments to induce a mitigation of thoſe Lawes, ſo frightfull exig 
in number, but far more harſh and churliſh in their Nature; upon 
the head of which ſecond paper was this Inſcription. - . | 


Some few Moti ves, why Roman-C atholiques | 


ſhould not be forced out of their Con- 
ſciences by penalties impoſed upon them 


meerly for Religion, 


LL perſecution for Religion is cleerly repugnant tothe priuci- I 
. ples of freedome, ſo often and ſolemnly declared by the Par- Prireiples 
| liament and Army, and now unruerſally received by all the of the pre- 
Moderate and well-temper*d people of this Nation: Nor can ſent go- 
it agree with the duty of any peaceable ſpirit, to diftrufl the vernment, 
performance of ſo charitable a promiſe. 

Many and evident texts of Holy Scripture ( even according to the in- 2 
ter pretation of the more conſcientious Proteſtants )expreſſly condemn all com Seri pure. 
5 upon the conſcience, recomending mildneſſe and charity, as princi- | 
pall perfections to a Chriſtian Magiſtrate. N 


Beſides theſe, Catholiques have many conſiderations to be reflected 
on of a more particular advantage to their Condition. 


He Crime imputed to them is only their continuance in that '. IT 
Religion, which the whole Nation(till this laſ age) univer- Ancient 
ſalty profeſt, ever ſince its gonverſion from Paganiſm ; And and quiet 
though time preciſely conſidered, make not a Religion true, Po 1 
yet certainly it may pretend to a fair title of exempting it from 
perſecution... 

The principles of their Religion are under all Governments the ſame, 2 
and in their nature abſolutely uncapable of change; ſo that the Magiſtrate Unchan- 
once rightly inform d of their Doſtrine, and ſatisfyed by prom ſe of their geable.; 
fidelity, may reſt ſecure, that no danger can ariſe from-them by innova- 
as. * 


Since the points in controverſy are generally thought not cleer but dif- 3% 
fic ult, eſpecially by ſuch in wham education ( if it-were no more ) has fixt Educa- : 
a ſtrong. apprehenſion of the reaſonableneſſe of their cauſe, it would ap- dion. 
fear ſercere ( if not unreaſ n to ſorce them by penalties to any new 

: br 3380 3 5 2 way, 
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way, or altogether reſtrax them from continuing in their old: o Peifweaſiond 
of that da, hears they nd into the heart, ſo gewtly by degrees they 
4 1 ih and conflaitly. ed that after all their aper le 
aa; Since they ſeriouſly and conſtaxtly 55 $ 

—— God, and . reading of bird, they cannot find the d tis. 
Religion. Fiction in any otber Religion, hut that their fouls enjoy à perfect peace 
1 and ſerenity in their omn; it ſcemes very unſintable ta Chritfian- cbariy, 
either to compell them to à Religion, here their Conſctences cannot live: 
in re poſe, or reſtrain them from a: Religion, wherein only they find comfort 

here, and hope ſalvation bereafter. 

5 Since all the ſignes and Markes of tender Conſciences are moſt appa- 
Tender -rentl diſcernable in Roman Carholiques, they cannot but hope, the 
Conſcicn- charity and indulgence univerſally, beld forth to tender Copſeicnces ; will 
ces. not univerſaliy be denied to them; they all ſuffer ſor their Conſciences an 
impoveriſtt and affitcted life, and many of them a cruell and ignomini- 
ous death; and can any ratianall and un paſſionate perſon ſee ſo. much (uf- 
ferine for Conſcience, and ſay the Sufftrers have no Conſtzence ? 

As for the Religion, it allowes no vice or licenſciouſyeſſe againſt the 
Morall Law ( the proper ſubject of the Magiſtrates care) but ſtricti 
requires a Religious ſeverity againſt the corrupt inclinations of nature, 
and a Conſcientious obſervance buth of the Law of God and man. 

8 Not one of all the Nation, hom different ſoever in Religion, hom diſ- 
Even the Hected ſoever to the quiet of this Common-wealth, but enfoyes ( by Ar 
woſt diſaf owance and protection ] a perfect quiet for bis Conſcience, only the 
feed Roman Catholiques, though they haue generally taken, and punctualy 
have Li- {pt the Engagement, are fiugled out to miſery and ruine, meerly upon 
der the account of Religion. 
Yet cannot all the beavy pregures they haue ſo long endured make them 
lay down their ho pes to be at laſt relieved, eſpecially from thoſe, who pro- 
feſs themſelves not only bound by the light of Nature to deal with others, 
as they would be dealt with themſelves, but by the Law of Grace, even 
to render good for evill. | N 
The cauſes of impoſing penalties u pon Cathol.ques being now wholly 
7 ceaſed they humbly hope it cannot be thaught too great a boldireſſen 
Cauſes of duty to petition a + 9 ittance to the Common rights of free-boyn 6. 
puniſhing 1iſh men; ſmce there is neither any Catholique Competitor For t 
ceaſed. Crown, nor any ſuch deteftable conſpiracy, as ſome few of their — 
hawe been formerly guilty of : So that there remaimes no other charge, hut 
that of Conſcience, to exclude them from the full enjoyment of the privi- © 
leges of their Native Country. : + HE 

9 No queſtion can be made of the fidelity of their Engagement ,who eſterm 
Their Ei- the keeping of an Oath ſacred © aud what firenger teſtimnony can be given 
deliiy. tothe world, ban that of Catholiques in freely offering —— to 

ſeiʒure, & their perſons to all the inconveniencies of a perſecuted liſe, rather 

than againſt their Conſcienses difiemblingly to foray one Oath ; for could 

they with the Popes diſpenſation, or their own mental reſervation ( which 

they are charg'd tabe ftull ſurniſht with for their own advantage) 7 * 

the do ſtrin they believe, there ri maincs nothing now to atſtinguiſb 

into that ſad and miſerable condition they ars reduced to. 
ere 


tag) 
mere all bunbent takes off from the Conſciences of ſuch as engage to live 9 

N and ly i their cauntry, this Rai 3 Ad van- 
its ſecurity at home, coereency in matters of belief has atwayes been the chief tages at 
cauſe our troubles. : And for abroad, the ſame ren ſon that begets. a conctige of home 
danger from the Catholiques correfpondence with Forraign Princes, will con- and a- 
uace 4 benefit, if by mercy they be obliged to employ their credit in the ſervice of broad, 
their Benefa ctor S. : . | 


Reaſons why Compoſition is preferrable before Sale. 


ND now wee beg pardon humbly to offer up to the conſideration and com- 

paſſion of the indifferent the moſt afflicted condition of many Catholiques, 0 

whoſe lands are now deſigned to be (old for their Delinquency. Moſt of _— 

which an the beginning of the late war ( ſeeing themſelves unprote cted by the Parli- Pound 
ament, and ex pos d io the plunder of the then ſouldjery ) fled into the Kings Garriſons '*Þ 
to ſave their own lives, without takmg up Armes to offend others, And even they who e, 5 6 
aFtually engaged for the Kingſthe ſole diſpoſall of all penall Laws being in his power) 118 
were owners both of their lives and fortunes meerly at bis pleaſure, and jet not- at 
withſt anding ſo great a Plea for their excuſe, as the Supreme Law of ſelf-perſerva- 5 
tion, they are all ready bumbly to ſubmit to Compoſition : A proceedmg which they ate. 
bope wilbe condiſcended unts, ſmce it is as well apparently more beneficiall to the 
State, as leſs deſtructive to the Compounders. for, 

Aſter all Ju claimes and true debts allowed, and the uaſt ex pences of Survey- 
ours and other Officers dedutted, the cleer profit that ariſes upon Sale, is, by ex- 
perience, found to come far ſhort of what was expected. And this after a tedious 
controverſy about the allowance of incumbrances, very chargeable to the Suitors and 
altogether unprofitable to the common - wealth. 

Beſides Catholiques are generally Tenants only for life, and as generally ſub- 
fac before the late troubles) to very many engagements really and unavoidably 
charged upon their eftates, and unleſs ſuch mcumbrances be allowed, thouſands of 
well affe died people wilbe diſappointed of their juſt debts. . 

whereas by ſeting Kules for Compoſution a greater ſumme may bee raiſed, and 
every one inumediately bring bis money into the publique Treaſury, without any fur- 
ther charges, delay, or trouble, either to the Common-wealth or compounders. 

The Compounders will bave a ſtronger Obligation to live quietly bereafter, both 
by the fine they part with, and the eſtate they retam, advancing ſo much to purchaſe 
their peace, and having ill ſomething to loſe, if they break it. 

The State will by this ſhew io all the world, that they ſeek only the ſecurity of the 
Government eſtabliſle, and not the rum or utter extirpation of any private family. - 


Theſe Motives and Reaſons I have both ſericuſly thought upon in my 
ewn ſpirit, and often conferred about with others, and aſter all my endeavours I 
find them ſo reaſonable and ſatisfactory, that I confeſſe they have not only 
meved my Bowells.co a compaſſion of ſuch ſufferers, but truly even to a zeal of 
their relief, ſo far I mean, as that they, who neither di ſturb the publick Peace 
ofthe Common wealth, nor refuſe their Contributions to maintain ir, ſhould : 
no longer be compelled by Oathes and Sequeſtrations to ad againſt their con- 


ſciences. - 
Beſides. 
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Beſides theſe diligences of late uſed by the Papifts, in order to the obtain 
ment of relief from the commitiee for Kegplation of the Lawes; they prepared al- 
ſo certain Propoſells, with intent ( as I underſtand )) to preſent them to the 
Commities for Propagation of the Goſpell, but being called into the Couutty by 
an urgent and importunate occaſion, I am diſabled to give any farther account 
' concerning their Propoſalls, not knowing either how they were accepted, or in- 
deed wherher they were actually offered, and therfore can only furniſh you with 
2 faithfull Copy of the Paper it ſelf, 


To the Honourable the Committee 
for Propagation of the Goſpell, 


The humble Propoſals of the Roman 
Catholicks. | 


ba | [nce all compulſion wpon the Conſcience is clearly againſt the 
principles both of Parliament and\ Army, as appears by the 


Parliament: Declaration in anſwer to the Scotch Commie 
froners, 17. Feb. 1 648. in theſe wordt, e es 
As for the truth and power of Religion, it being a thing intrinſecall 
between God and the Soul, and the matters of faith in the Goſpell 
ſuch as no naturall light can reach, we conceive there is no humane 
wer of coercion thereunto, nor to reſtrain men from believing what 
God ſuffers their judgement to be perſwaded of. | 
Among ſt the Propoſals of the Army, 1 Aug.1647. this was one, 
That all coercive power, and all civill penalties for non-conformity,- be 
wholy repealed, and ſome other proviſion made againſt fuch Papiſts 
as ſhould difturb the publike peace. | | 
And ſince by the expericnce of Germany, Poland, Switzerland, Hol- 
land, France, &c. The Conſiſtency of divers Religions under one Ge- 
verument is evidently proved, aſwel where the Prote ſtant commands the 


Roman Catholict, as where the Roman Catholich, commands the Pro- 


teſt ant. | 
| Th. is humbly offered. 
That no penalty be impoſed upon any, profeſſing the Goſpell of Chriſt, 
meerly fodsfference of judgement iu matters of Religion. 


2. The 


2. T be publikes we of all Churches, and the emire benefit of (Bubcl 
endowments berng-wholy ſubmitted to the diſpoſure of the nk hs * 


e bi l 
e believing in Chriſt Jeſus, and living peaceably, aud 
tnoſtenſryely, 

was in: his priuae houſe; obſerving therein ſuch rul:s as the 
State ſhall think, fit to appoint for preſervation of the publike peace; oA 
practice which by long experience in Holland is found both ſatisfattor y 
ro the people, and ſecrire to the Governours of the (ommon-wealth, _ 


3. Since the Law of God is ſo far from allowing any penall ſentence 
to be grounded wpon the enforced Oath of the party, that it —_—_ for- 
-bids ang offence whatſoever to be tryed by the ſingle teſt mony of one 
wityeſs, Deut. 19.1 5. Mat. 1 8. ĩ6. | 1 


* 
* 


hab Ho eee It is humbly propoſed. 

Wis That no.Oath be exalted of any perſon, compelling him under forfei- 
ture of life, liberty, or eſtate, to ſwear againſt his Panſeience or to ac- 
—— and condemn himſelf, eſpecially in matters that concern his inward 
Telit. - 

IN BC TT 


| . 4. Since in all Religions there are fril found ſome | ſcandatons levers, 
and that our Saviour pronounces the Woe againſt him onely, by whom 
the ſcandalt comes, Mat. 1 8.7. Luke £7.1. N 


It is humbly propoſed. 
That whoever ſhall offend againſt 4 
ſtian a ſettlement; may be ſeverely cenſured, but that others (thoughof 
the ſame jutigement in Religion) be no farther made ſubjett ta thepu- 
niſhment, than proved guilty of the crime. | 


Ln 


In ſtead of my opinion concerning theſe four propoſalls of the Papiſts (be- 
- cauſe to my ſenſe they carry in themſelves both their on evidenec and juſti- 
fication) I ſhall beg the Readers permiſſion'to ſet down a pal. cular conceit, 
*which I have often obſer ved to be very well relifht by ali that have examined 
it. That doubt les there is no way more ſuitable to the firſt Principles. of a] 
Reformed Churches, no way ſo probable to ſatisſe all Conſc ences, as not to 
"impoſe any other obligation for proof of conformity, than this ptoſeſſion to 
believe the holy Scriptures of the old and nem Teſtament to be the word of God, 
and to live according to the prece pts plainly contained therein; this acknowledge- 
re; : E — 1 EEE ment 
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6.61.99) penalty reſtrained from the quiet exerciſe of bis 


1 


Orders of ſo mild and Chri- 


2 Tim. 
4.24. 


„ 
ment to be expreſt in generall termes without deſ 
lar queſtions, 69 the chief 
verſies and Divifions in the World. f 

And now 1 humbly appeal to the honorable and religious Committee for 
propagation of the Goſpell, Whether che ſweet Spirit of che Lord chriſt (who gave 
his Apoſtles no ſurtker power, than to relinquiſh ſuch as refuſed to hear them) 
be reconcilable te cho ſormer practices of the * the pre- 
ſent practices of our Stqueſtrators z Whether, when. the great _— Paul 
preſcribes the ſervants of the Lord to ferbear, and in — 1 inftrutt. thoſe that 
are contrary minded, he ſhould be thus croſ- interpreted, that the Eſtates of thoſe 
who are contrary minded, be firſt ſecured ot forborn, and then after a time 
quite taken away, to initru6t them in meckneſſe, or how to bear patiently the 
Icfl: of the vain and tranſitery riches of this world. _ 

And now | humbly a to the honprable and learned Comminee for fegu- 
lation of the Lam, whether { fince- all thoſe penalties which the rigorous hu- 
mours of former ages ha ve, under prerence of zeal, impoſed upon the Con- 
ſcience, are either by diſufe forgotten, or by .expreſs. AR of Parliament re- 
voked) the Papiſts alone ſhould ſtill be continued under the ſame ſeverities, 
nay their burthens encreaſed by the ſtrange method of the new proceedings to- 
wards them, their Conſciences * Fg not only puniſhable in the Com- 
mon way of indictment, burcompellable even to accuſe themſelves by the new 
Presbyterian Oath of Ah u, ation, againſt the known Principles of the anci- 
ent and reyerend Laws of this Land . | 

And now with an humble confidence, I appeal to the renowned Parliament 
of the Common-wealth of England, whether in this generall Goal-delivery 
of the Conſcience from the tyrauny and opprefiion of the Prelates, the conſci- 
ences of Papiſts alone, ought till ro be kept in priſon;> Whether, when all 
the ſetters, which the Rigid Kirkeſmen bad bought up in Scat land, are broken 
in pieces juſt as they were locking them faſt about aur Conſciences in England, 
the Conſciences of Papiſts alone ought ſtill to be continued in chains? Whe- 
ther, when all the Societies profeſfing Chriſt Feſus, and living obediently to 
the Magiſtrate, and peaceahly one 25 are protected in the quĩet and 


g migurely to particu- 
of ſo many Contro- 


; unoffenſive exerciſe of their Cenſciences, the Papiſts alone ſhould” be forced 


under the penalty of ſo great a ruin, not only to profeſſe, bur ſwear againſt 
their Conſciences ? A courſe that in a ſhort time will unavoidably bring them 
either to abſolute beggery, or, which is worſe, to hypocrific, or, which is worſt 
of all, to perjury. | 8 
All the people of this Nation look upon you as their common father, all pro- 
miſe themſelves liberty and protection under your government, (though ſome 
may juſtly be excluded from ſharing in the government } . Were there in my 
family one child that profeſt to find ſatisfaction in the way of the Papiſts and 
lived dutifully to me and lovingly with his brethren, 1 ſhould account it a 


' great unnaturalnes to deprive him altogether of his portion,much more of that 


which he has received from the bounty of any collaterall kinſman, or acquired - 
by his on particular diligence and improvement; And though ſome Pa ifs 
have heretofore been truly chargeable with heinous crimes againſt cher 
Country, yet why ſhould our juſtice over- reach to condemn all, for the of- 
ſences of a few 2 if they have formerly abetted competitors to the Crown, why 

; ſhould 


(33) 

ſhould rhe puniſhments fo long oui - live the 2? certainly t 
Offcndours — dead, their = | _ be — Sm 
their graves, and not like Ghoſts and pinch their 
children Ain | SIE 

It is time we ſhould no mix a little mercy to allay the fumes of 
ſo much juſtice, which otherwiſe will not aſcend tothe Almighty's 
Throne in the odour of ſweetnefle.. | 

kt is time we ſhould begin to imirate the pattern, which our metciĩ - 
full God has fer before us in his own practice, when he commatiled 

e deftrozmg, Angell to ſheath his Nen, wich this compaſſiohþte 


to, It is enough. N | +5. 4 

It is time ve ſhould begin to anfwear the bounty of ohr God, who 
has ſo freely given us the bleſſings of 10 thouſands Talents, by freely 
forgiving our Fellow-ſervants the ſmall ſumme of 160 pence. Pet us 
not E or ſtorm the Conſciences of our brethren; for the Lord 
was not in the great and Strong wind that rent the Mountaines and 
brake in pieces the Roctes? Let ug not ſhake the inward peace of any 
quiet and wnoffenſive' Chriſtian; For the Lord was #00 in the Earth- 
quake : Let us not kindle in our hearts a devouring flame of unchari; 


1 7 


wy 


nat even the Pubticans (i? be jou uberefore perfect as your father 
which is in Heaven, is perſecrkxk. Kut 


18. Mat. 
23. 
1 Kings. 


5. Mat. 44 


T was the wilt ind providenceof the 
Lord (to whoſe diſpenſations afwell 
of Juſtice as Meroy ve muſt: reſign gur 
Iltttle intereſts ) to call mee ſuddenly. into 
be Countrey upon a fad and mournfull oc- 
28 caſion, which urterly defeated. my purpoſe 

_ ofr reviewing theſe few lines: And therefore, 
after my humbleſt ſubmiſſion of them to 


2 7 Bhs jndggaent of theſupreme Authority, I 


am encouraged to preſume the Courteous 
pardon of the Readers, ef pecially if ( ſince 
it is truely a kind of death to me to live out 
of London ) he will pleaſe to con ſider this 
25's Aa: poſthumous Pamphlet, containi the 
hos though indigeſtcd thoughts 5 ; 


Wil. Bichler. 
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